
 

Major Projects coming and an Election Year 
 
In less than a year, we will be heading to the polls for both the            
Provincial and Municipal elections.  Both of these elections, will set    
the course for the following four years.  It will be interesting to watch 
how the various parties and individuals position themselves for the     
upcoming elections and especially when it comes to growth and       
prosperity for our Province and communities. 
 
The North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce, supports growth     
and is mindful of spending to encourage that type of growth and        
development.  Locally, there are many projects on the go, including 
redevelopment of Cassellholme, the waterfront and downtown          
revitalization projects and the need for replacement of the West Ferris 
arena, those being the major projects, which will impact our members 
and taxpayers. 
 
These projects need to be done and move forward.  Cassellholme       
redevelopment is long overdue and now that the financing issue appears 
to be put to bed, this can proceed albeit still a number of hurdles to 
clear.  The Board and CEO of Cassellholme, Jamie Lowery are to be 
commended for the resolve in getting this process changed.  This is a 
prime example of how we all must think about things in a different 
way.  Problems can be overwhelming and stagnating, but sometimes 
different thinking and creative solutions must be and need to be found. 
 
It has been interesting to follow the discussions surrounding the        

replacement of the West Ferris arena.  The proposal for the south end and the offer of free land 
to the City for the arena, is not as far fetched as some would have you think.  The concept of     
the development, according to the developers, where the developers provide the property for     
the construction of the arena and this in turn incents development of other commercial entities 
surrounding the arena is an example of creative solutions.  With the adjoining developments, in 
theory, new tax revenue is generated and thereby offsetting the cost of the arena over the useful 
life of it and thereby negating the impact on the taxpayers. 
 
To go one step further, the option of a 3P (Public, Private Partnerships) arena, should also be 
given serious consideration.  The landscape has changed when it comes to investments of this 
size and if we are going to try and minimize the impact on the taxpayers, we have to look at 
growth and new tax revenue to offset these costs.  As it stands, if the project is located on City 
property, whether that is behind the Memorial Gardens, at Omischl or the present site, no taxes 
will be generated from ancillary developments.  That is why consideration and discussion, 
should be given to all of the options that have been presented.  
 
Peter Chirico is the President & CEO of the North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce 
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Mark your calendar! 

A NEW EVENT ADDED 
 

Thursday,  
December 7, 2017 

 

Business After Hours 
Christmas Open House 

 
 
 

 
 
 

270 Third Avenue West 
North Bay, ON 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
 
 
 

The Chamber office will be closed       
between Saturday, December 23, 2017      
to Monday, January 1, 2018 inclusive. 

 
 

Thursday,  
January 25, 2018 

co-hosted by  
 

and The     
Kennedy 
Building 

 
222 McIntyre Street West 

North Bay, ON 
4:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

hosted by 

This holiday seasoné. 

support your colleagues in business! 
Dear Members, 
Any specials or new ideas for Christmas gift giving?  Send us 
your information and we will include it in our ñShop Localò    
e-news updates each week as a special section.  CLICK HERE 
to send us your ad or ideas and we can create an ad for you. 

https://www.facebook.com/NBDCC/
https://twitter.com/nbdcc
http://www.nbdcc.ca/
mailto:patricia@nbdcc.ca?subject=Christmas%20shop%20local%20ideas


 

Click on this ad to  
see the handbook 

ǿǿǿΦƴōŘŎŎΦŎŀ                tŀƎŜ н 

It is the goal of the North Bay and Area 
Community Foundation to be a philanthropic 
leader, catalyst, and resource in enabling 
North Bay and Area to grow and flourish 
into a model community. Building on the 
North Bay Areaôs longstanding tradition of 

generosity, we aim to strengthen our community for the benefit of all its 
members and not just for now, but for future generations to come.  

ñRaised Locally, Stays Locallyò 
 

We will be accepting grant applications until December 31, 2017.      
Click HERE for the Grant Application. 

http://www.occ.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Steering-Through-Change-MNP.pdf
http://www.nbacf.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Revised-Grant-Application-Form.pdf
http://www.chamberplan.ca/


 

ǿǿǿΦƴōŘŎŎΦŎŀ                tŀƎŜ о 

http://www.selectsweepstakes.com/

