
 

As I started to write the column for this weekôs Chamber news, it had 
the appearance of a completely different tone and substance, given 
some previous letters of opinion and articles circulating at the end of 
last week.  Non issues become issues; ñfake newsò becomes real news.  
Time and distance is always a good thing, especially in these days of 
instant gratification, which the electronic age has provided to anyone 
with a smart phone or computer. 
 

Some might argue that the access to information on the internet/
electronic highway, has made a difference in how we communicate and 
they would not be wrong.  But that in my opinion is a double edged 
sword.  Not only is the access to information easier for all of us, but it 
can also allow opinions to become ñgospel truthôsò for  those that read 
it whether it be news, opinions and or comments regarding many so 
called, news worthy items. 
 

   As the North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce has moved from 
the traditional operating board to a governance board model, one of    
the clear directions from the Board is that we speak as a unified voice 
in public. Whether or not board members agree or disagree on any  
proposal put forward, once the discussion is complete, votes are taken 
and the Board follows the democratic process.  Win or lose on a vote, 
the topic is over and the Board moves on, together. 
 

We are fortunate to have the right to speak freely in this country and 
that is especially important that we keep this in mind each and every 
day.  Remembrance Day is right around the corner and many of our 
relatives fought and died for those rights, but with those rights, also 

come responsibilities. Those of us that choose to speak or write publicly, need to probably every 
once and a while, step back and ask ourselves, whether or not we are being fair.  
 

Going back to my earlier comments, instant gratification via media, internet or any public      
domain, cannot and should not be utilized to demean individuals or groups that we may not 
agree with or share the same opinions.  I believe it was Mark Twain who once said ñnever let   
the truth get in the way of a good story, unless you can think of something betterò.  I think Mr. 
Twain probably had great insight into what our world, was going to evolve into. 
 

If we are going to move our City and district forward, we have to do a better job in communi-
cating and even more so, in a positive manner.  We cannot continue to fight each other and    
expect the outside world not to notice.  When we look at successful communities that are      
progressive, innovative and thriving, there is always discourse and disagreement, but the       
overriding theme is always positive.  Itôs time for us to remember this and particularly before   
we press the ñenter or sendò buttons.  A kinder and gentler society is probably not a bad option. 
 

Peter Chirico is the President  & CEO of the North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce. 
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Mark your calendar! 

Thursday,  
November 23, 2017 

hosted by  
 

Chartwell Barclay House  
Retirement Residence 

 
600 Chippewa Street West 

North Bay, ON 
4:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

The Chamber office will be closed       
between Saturday, December 23, 2017      
to Monday, January 1, 2018 inclusive. 

 
 
 
 

Thursday,  
January 25, 2018 

co-hosted by  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and 

The Kennedy Building 
 

222 McIntyre Street West 
North Bay, ON 
4:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

 

¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ .ŀȅ ϧ     
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ όb.5//ύ ƛǎ 
ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ όмнύ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ όмύ 
¸ƻǳƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
 

/ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŜƭŜŎǘ ǎƛȄ όсύ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ        
tƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
ƻƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ 
ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ όнύ ȅŜŀǊ ǘŜǊƳΦ   
 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎΥ 
ω bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘ пΥллǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ фΣ нлмтΦ 

ω bƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳŜǎκŦŜŜǎ 

ω bƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǝƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎκƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ   
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
/[L/Y I9w9 ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ tŀǩ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŀǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ         
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 
ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƴƻǝŎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜκƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜ 
ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ōŀƭƭƻǘΦ 

/ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмуκнлмф .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ  

https://www.facebook.com/NBDCC/
https://twitter.com/nbdcc
http://www.nbdcc.ca/
mailto:patricia@nbdcc.ca?subject=Please%20add%20my%20name%20or%20my%20nominees%20name%20to%20the%20list%20for%20potentially%20running%20for%20the%20board


 

Click on this ad to  
see the handbook 

ǿǿǿΦƴōŘŎŎΦŎŀ                tŀƎŜ н 

Click HERE to register! 

http://www.occ.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Steering-Through-Change-MNP.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/north-bay-pitch-2017-tickets-38214682143
http://www.curling.ca/2018worldwomen/future-stars

