
 
I am officially here 
and I could not be 
happier to be with a 
great team and 
Board, serving our 
business community 
within our district.  
Patti, Sue and Carol 
have been terrific in 
helping me get my 
bearings and I am 
very appreciative for 
all the help.   
 
The business         

community has been well served and represented 
under Patti Carrôs leadership and I am happy to  
be working with Patti and the rest of the team.      
I look forward to getting out and meeting our 
memberôs and non-members alike together with 
finding out what are the issues and opportunities 
that keep our businesses awake at night.  Together 
we are stronger and we are here for you. 
 
One of the first items on the agenda will be the 
Board Strategic Planning session which will be 
taking place in the very near future.  We are in the 
process of finalizing plans for the Board session 

and they will be charting the course for the   
Chamber for the future direction.  If any of our 
members wish to provide input to our planning 
session, please do not hesitate to forward any   
ideas, comments or items that you feel need to   
be addressed.  Please forward them to myself  
directly at Peter@nbdcc.ca or call the office at 
705.472.8480 
 
Last week, your Chamber attended Opening 
Doors for Business co-sponsored by The Business 
Centre Nipissing and Parry Sound and Mayor Al 
McDonald at the Grande Event Centre.  Eight of 
the nine panelists were Chamber members and it 
was a great evening to listen to the stories of these 
entrepreneurs and the advice given.  It was a great 
first conversation by the business community and 
thanks to Mayor McDonald, Denise Sherritt and 
staff members from both The City of North Bay 
and The Business Centre Nipissing Parry Sound 
who made this event happen. 
 
Remember, there are two types of people in this 
worldéChamber members and those that want to 

be Chamber members! 

Sincerely, Peter Chirico 
NBDCC, President & CEO 

April 2017 
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Inside this issue  
 

¶ Mini Trade Show booth 
registration - April 27th 

¶ Mark your calendars for 
the 50th Annual Golf 
Tournament - July 6th 

¶ New members & updates 

¶ Summer discounts for 
Chamber members 

¶ Job Fair and Workforce 
week events 

 

Business After  

Hours 2017  

Mark your calendar! 

 
Thursday,  
April 27, 2017 

at 

149 Main Street East 
4:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

 
co-hosted by  

 

 
We are fully booked for 2017 

 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 
Ontario Northland 

 

Message from the new President and CEO 
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2017 Board of Directors 
 

Executive: 
 

Chair Brad Gavan 
1st Vice Chair Charles Elliott 
2nd Vice Chair Tanya B®dard 
Past Chair John Strang 
Treasurer Jake Lacourse 

 

Directors: 
 

Thomas Brown 
Paul Daigle 
Rob Deleo 

Elizabeth Evans 
Marc Rancourt 
Peter Rooney 
Andrea Silveri 
Ed Valenti 

 

Staff: 
 

Peter Chirico 
President & CEO 

 

Patti Carr 
VP of Policy & Communications 

 

Sue Adams 
Executive Assistant 

 

Carol Porter 
Get Trained Workers -  
Nipissing Coordinator 

 

 

 

North Bay & District 
Chamber of Commerce 
205 Main Street East 
North Bay, ON P1B 1B2 
Tel: 705-472-8480   
Fax: 705-472-8027 

Website: www.nbdcc.ca 
Twitter:  @nbdcc 
Facebook: /NBDCC 

 
 

 
CHAMBER NEWS 

is a publication of the North    
Bay and District Chamber of 
Commerce.  Advertisements and 
the views expressed herein are 
not necessarily endorsed by the 
Chamber, its Board of Directors, 
staff or its membership. 

Minister Navdeep Bains in North Bay today! 
 
The Honourable Minister Bains was in North Bay 
today at Discovery North Bay to announce the 
launch of the new Prosperity and Growth Strategy 
for Northern Ontario.  A targeted approach to       
economic development through innovation.  The      
strategy will focus on ways to build on Northern   
Ontarioôs unique strengths and competitive          
advantages in mining, resources and agriculture, 
among other sectors. 

 
    
  
   

Navdeep Bains is the Minister     
of Innovation, Science and      
Economic Development and is 
also the Minister responsible 
for FedNor.   
 
With the recent Federal Budg-
et, the funds to FedNor will be       
increased to $46.13 million per 
year, which is a $25 million 
dollar increase over five years,  
to support businesses and com-
munities in Northern Ontario.  

Along with the regional strategy for Northern Ontario, the Government of Canada 
will eventually have its own version of this strategy in every region of the country 
through the Innovation and Skills Plan. 
 
Minister Bains stated 
ñEach region of our 
country has unique 
strengths.  That means 
innovation doesnôt    
just happen in the big 
citiesðit happens in 
every region of the 
country.  Where       
innovation happens 
matters because thatôs 
where the best jobs    
are located.  Our     
governmentôs goal      
is to promote regional 
advantages that help 
our homegrown      
companies develop 
into globally        
competitive            
successes.ò 

Above:  MP for Nipissing-Timiskaming 
Anthony Rota introduces his colleague 
Minister Navdeep Bains at Discovery 
North Bay during a media announce-
ment 

Above:  Regional Mayors join the MPs present at the Minister of Innovation, 
Science and Economic Developmentôs media announcement.  From left to 
right:  Mayor Peter McIsaac, Powassan; MP Marc Serre, Nickel Belt; MP 
Anthony Rota, Nipissing-Timiskaming; Mayor Leo Jobin, Chisholm; Mayor 
Al McDonald, North Bay; Mayor Hec Lavigne, Callander; the Honourable 
Minister Navdeep Bains, MP Mississauga-Malton; Mayor Al Spacek, 
Kapuskasing and President of FONOM.  Missing from the photo but in   
attendance:  Mayor Peter Murphy, Mattawan. 

Above:  Minister Bains answers questions from the audience, 
while Peter Chirico, President and CEO of the Chamber 
looks on.  Mr. Chirico emceed the event and welcomed     
Minister Bains and the colleagues from FedNor that joined 
for the announcement. 
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