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Notes from April’s Board Meeting 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 Employers - book      
your booth for the      
upcoming career fair - 
see page 4 

 Spring has sprung    
with loads of              
community events! 

Advocacy ~ Connections ~ Growth ~ Value 

One presentation was scheduled 

for the April meeting as the 

AGM was booked following   

the regular board meeting for 

April 9th.   

 

It was our pleasure  to welcome 

Paul Heinrich, President and 

CEO of the   North Bay Re-

gional Health Centre (NBRHC) 

and Tammy Morison, President 

& CEO of the NBRHC Founda-

tion.  Mr. Heinrich updated the 

board on recent happenings at 

the health centre, especially the 

recent announcement of the low 

wait times in the Emergency 

Department (ED).  Interesting 

facts included: an annual reve-

nue of $262 million, 2,300 em-

ployees, and 54,953 ED visits 

last year. 

 

Ms. Morison spoke about the 

number of ways people can 

donate or participate in their 

fundraising efforts. The Foun-

dation hosts their annual Walk/

Run and other fundraising 

events throughout the year; 

however there has been more 

attention paid to “Legacy” gifts 

that allow our loved ones who 

pass away to leave a bequest or 

a “planned” gift in their will to 

the Foundation. 

 

President Jake Lacourse ex-

pressed condolences on behalf 

of the Chamber to the Brown 

family over the passing of    

Past President Herb Brown 

(President in 1959). 

 

President Lacourse attended the 

CFB North Bay Change of 

Command ceremony.  He     

offered his thanks and well 

wishes to Col. Sean Boyle as he 

is being deployed to the Middle 

East.  Col. Henrik Smith was 

welcomed back to North Bay to 

take over as commander.  Col. 

Smith will divide his time    

between North Bay, Colorado 

Springs and Ottawa until June. 

 

The President congratulated the 

Battalion hockey team on their 

first of the series finals sweep 

over Kingston and now into 

their series against Barrie.   

 

Genesis@204 Business Incuba-

tor has it’s Grand Opening this 

Friday, April 17, 2015 at 11 am. 

 

 
Business 

After Hours 
Mark your calendars! 

 

Thursday,  

April 23, 2015 
hosted by 

107 Shirreff Avenue 

4:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

 

Thursday,  

May 28, 2015 
hosted by 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 30 years! 

20 Maplewood Avenue 

4:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

Thursday,  

June 18, 2015 

Mini-Trade Show 
See page 14 for more details  

and to register a booth 

From left to right:         

President Jake Lacourse 

thanks Tammy Morison, 

President & CEO of the 

North Bay Regional Health 

Centre Foundation and 

Paul Heinrich, President    

& CEO of the North Bay 

Regional Health Centre for 

their presentation at the 

April board meeting.  Ms. 

Morison spoke about their 

goals for 2015 with fund-

raisers for a Central Fetal 

Monitoring System, the 

Green Light Laser for Pros-

tate Surgery, and the Child 

and Adolescent Mental 

Health Unit.  Mr. Heinrich 

updated the board on the 

NBRHC statistics and 2014-

2016 strategic plan. 



 

2015 Board of Directors 
 

Executive: 
 

President Jake Lacourse 

Vice President Paul Daigle 

Vice President Steve Dreany 

Vice President Brad Gavan 

Past President John Strang 

Treasurer Charles Elliott 

Executive Director Patti Carr 
 

Directors: 
 

Tanya Bédard 

Gisele Cousineau 

Carrie Delongchamp-Robinson 

Elizabeth Evans 

Anna Iati 

Lucie Laperrière 

Chris Minor 
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Trish Pecore 

Natasha Penn 

Cliff Pilon 

Susan Ray 

Kyle Selle 

Irene Smit 

Mandy Strang 

Crystal Thompson 

Sean Wilson 

 

Staff: 

Sue Adams, Executive Assistant 
 

Kimberley Lyon, Museum  

Director 
 

Carol Porter, Get Trained  

Workers - Nipissing Coordinator 
 

Chelsey Tremblay, Office      

Assistant 
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“Service Excellence 
Spotlight"  

 

Thanks so much for allowing me to   

congratulate you on a wonderful staff 

member. Lindsay in appliances. 
 

On Wednesday, March 25th, I    

bought a new dishwasher from Home 

Depot.  The service I received was 

excellent.  When I entered Home   

Depot, I had already been to two other 

places, and been treated abruptly by 

staff.  In one location, I could only 

look at a picture of a dishwasher that  

I thought I might like to buy. 
 

When I arrived at Home Depot, my 

husband I and were opening dish-

washers, looking at the options, etc., 

and she came over to us, and dis-

cussed what we really needed. We 

were clear on what we wanted, and 

somehow, very gently, she gave us 

suggestions on specifics we might 

want to try.  She didn't try to push us 

to buy the most expensive one, but 

one that would meet our needs.  She 

helped complete the paperwork, did 

not rush us, and yet, we were in and 

out of the store in less than 45 min-

utes.  AND, we even felt good about 

spending more than we budgeted, lol. 
 

Warm regards,  Elizabeth 

Proud Members of the  

 
and 

http://www.chamberplan.ca/
http://occ.ca/
http://chamber.ca/
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The Annual General Meeting of the North Bay & District 
Chamber of Commerce was held last Thursday, April 9, 
2015.  Special guests in attendance included the follow-
ing Past President:  Mr. Bryan Manson (1973), Mr. 
Steve Dreany (2000-2001), and Mr. John Strang (2011-
2012). 
 
Executive Director Patti Carr welcomed the members to 
the 120th Annual General Meeting which historically 
was held in November each year; however, to adhere 
to the new Not-for-Profit Act, the AGM was moved to 
the spring.   
 
President Jake Lacourse highlighted some of last year’s 
events as he took over as President for outgoing     
President Derek Shogren.  He noted this was certainly   
a year with a number of changes, a new focus on       
advocacy and certainly a number of new initiatives.   
Mr. Lacourse stated that the 2015 board has restruc-
tured the committees under four pillars:  Advocacy, 
Connectivity, Growth and Value.  Late last year, we  
welcomed members from the Mattawa area under    
the umbrella of the North Bay & District Chamber of 
Commerce.  A few of the exciting initiatives are the  
Employment Innovation program that is now in it’s 8th 
year; the Investment Attraction program that assists in 
recognizing opportunities or threats to businesses; and 
the largest project currently is the Tourism Capacity 
Building Initiative, that will move forward to have   
Tourism North Bay under the Chamber umbrella with 
partners determining our best return on investment on 
tourism spending. 
 
Treasurer Charles Elliott gave a recap of the Chamber’s 
healthy financial position.  At year end 2014, a small 
deficit was realized of just over $4,000.  The budgeted 
amount for 2014 would have met it’s target, however 
the board had determined that supporting a Sport 
Tourism Officer in partnership with the City of North 

Bay and the HOST group of hotels/motels was a good 
value to attract more sporting events to the area.  
Therefore the board approved by way of resolution an 
additional $5,000 in 2014 from reserves.  This initiative 
has proven worthy of the initial use of funding.   The 
board is pleased with the final outcome of the annual 
audit and recognizes the strong financial position of the 
Chamber through prudent budgeting and meeting the 
requirements of the members.   
 
Three resolutions were approved at this meeting: 
 
Resolution No. 1 - Resolved that the minutes of the 119th 
Annual General Meeting of the North Bay & District       
Chamber of Commerce held Wednesday, November 20th, 
2013 at the Clarion Resort Pinewood Park be adopted     
without being read.  CARRIED! 
 
Resolution No. 2 - Resolved that the North Bay & District 
Chamber of Commerce approves the firm of BDO Canada for 
the Chamber’s annual audit for the 2015 year end. CARRIED!  
 
Resolution No. 3 - The governance of the Chamber, the di-
rection of its officers and control of its property shall be 
vested in twelve (12) Directors all of whom shall be elected 
by the general membership.  The term of Directors will be 
two (2) years with half the board being elected in each year. 
  
 

One additional board seat will be added to the current 
twelve for a total of thirteen (13) director; this one             
additional board seat will be dedicated specifically from the 
Young Professionals membership category.  This position    
will be elected annually from the Young Professionals     
membership category by the general membership and have 
the same voting rights as the other board members. 
 
  

The Executive committee shall consist of the President, First 
Vice President, Second Vice President, Treasurer and shall   
be elected by the Board at the first Board meeting following 
the annual election of Directors.  Also included in the        
Executive are the most recent Past President and the        
Executive Director.    CARRIED. 
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AROY DEE RESTAURANT 

Voting Member: Pipat Sripimolphan 

180 Shirreff Ave 

North Bay, ON   P1B 7K9 

Phone: 705-475-0999 

* Full Service Asian Restaurant 
 

DOCTOR SCOOP 

Voting Member: Cliff Bradshaw 

Phone: 705-978-2923 

* Poop & scoop yard clean up. 
 

LOVELY CREATIONS PHOTOGRAPHY 

Voting Member: Holly Couchie 

Phone: 705-223-7801 

Web: www.lovelycreationsphotography.com 

* Professional photography specializing in 

newborn, children and family portraits as 

well as offering boutique style professional 

print products & more 
 

NANMARK COTTAGES 

Voting Member: Ryan Gallagher 

340 Lighthouse Road 

Callander, ON   P0H 1H0 

Phone: 289-237-6530 

Website: www.nanmarkcottages.com 

*Relax And Enjoy The Serenity.  We are 

situated on beautiful Callander Bay, Lake 

Nipissing, home of breathtaking views and 

extraordinary northern scenery. We feature 

charming one, two and three bedroom vaca-

tion cottage rentals that are fully equipped 

with all the necessities of home, while     

keeping the peaceful style of lakeside living. 
 

N-HANCE OF NORTHEASTERN ONTARIO 

Voting Member: Mike Gurini 

North Bay, ON 

Phone: 705-477-4228   

Web: www.nhance.com/northeasternontario 

* N-Hance Revolutionary Wood renewal is   

an innovative, affordable cabinet and floor 

renewal service that renews your wood cabi-

nets and floors without the dust, inconven-

ience and noxious fumes associated with tra-

ditional refinishing methods. In many cases, 

the process can be completed in just one day! 
 

NORTHERN ONTARIO  

WEATHERDEK & SUNROOMS 

Voting Member: Robert Desroches 

North Bay, ON   P1B 8C6 

Phone: 705-840-8034 

Website: www.decksunrooms.ca 

* Custom style glass and aluminum powder 

coated railing, maintenance free decking sur-

faces and custom home renovation in stone, 

tile and wood. Home addition and Sunrooms. 

NEW ONTARIO BREWING COMPANY 

Voting Member: Ron Clancy 

1881 Cassells Street 

North Bay, ON   P1A 3H3 

Phone: 705-492-9250 

Website: www.newontariobrewing.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

NewOntarioBrewing 

* New Ontario Brewing Company was      

established on 5 February 2014 and is owned 

and operated by business partners Michael 

Harrison, Dan Delorme, and Ron Clancy.   

The New Ontario Brewing Company is North 

Bay's first craft  brewery and the first local 

brewery since the original New Ontario 

Brewing company brewery, located on the 

North Bay waterfront, burned down in 1915. 

New Ontario Brewing Company's mission is 

to bring the craft beer revolution to North 

Bay, providing distinguished beer drinkers   

of North Bay, and northern Ontario as a 

whole, with flavourful, high-quality, all- 

grain and all-natural craft beer that explores  

a variety of styles. At New Ontario Brewing 

we believe that fresh ingredients, combined 

with creativity and craftsmanship, lead to a 

superior product that our customers will   

appreciate as being distinctly different from 

the large producers. Our goal is to produce a 

series of flagship beers as well as seasonal 

beers that allow us to continue experimenting 

and having fun with our craft. We believe the 

city of North Bay will embrace the idea of a 

local beer to call their own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTHERN COMFORT MODULAR 

HOMES 

Voting Member: Jonathan Hook 

50 Carr Rd 

Trout Creek, ON   P0H 2L0 

Phone: 1-855-708-4663 
Web: www.NorthernComfortModularHomes.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

northerncomforthomes 

* We retail modular homes for a large manu-

facturer. We have some display units set up 

in Trout Creek and are able to ship and install 

our homes almost anywhere. 
 

SOCIAL SCIENCE DIGITAL 

Voting Member: Adam Pipe 

Callander, ON 

Phone: 705-358-4881  

* Social Science Digital is an Advertising 

Services Agency specializing in digital and 

social media promotion. We offer social  

platform strategy, design, setup and         

management. Most importantly we offer    

corporate training for businesses and        

management to maximize their reach and 

efficacy in their online communications 
 

VISTA SUDBURY HOTEL INC -

RAINBOW CENTRE 

Voting Member: Joe Zito 

40 Elm St, Suite 200 

Sudbury, ON   P3C 1B8 

Phone: 705-675-2287  Fax:  705-675-2646 

* Owner of Rainbow Centre mall and office 

complex in Sudbury 

A warm welcome to our NewMembers 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.lovelycreationsphotography.com
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.nanmarkcottages.com
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.nhance.com/northeasternontario
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.decksunrooms.ca
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.facebook.com/NewOntarioBrewing
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.facebook.com/NewOntarioBrewing
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.NorthernComfortModularHomes.com
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https://www.spi-s.com/index.php/en/think-prevention-road-show-north-bay-april-22-2015
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Supported by the Government of Ontario 

Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) 

10th Anniversary Celebration Events  

"Accessibility: 10 Years of Action"  

June 13
th
, 2015 marks the 10

th
 anniversary of the introduction of the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA).     

In recognition and acknowledgement of this anniversary, AMCTO with the support of the Government of Ontario will host nine 

(9) day-long celebration events across the province. Planning for these events, including the targeting of keynote speakers,   

entertainment and utilizing local community input is helping to ensure we offer a great day for those interested in accessibility 

across Ontario. 

These one-day events will highlight some municipal success stories, celebrate community champions / mentors, and will seek 
to educate and inspire the accessibility community. 

Who Should Attend:  

This is not just a municipal event, we encourage anyone who has had          

accessibility issues touch their lives in any way to attend. This could include: 

Accessibility Advisory Committee members; All staff who work in accessibility; 

Family members; Accessibility community champions; and Broader Public 

Sector.   

 

Pre-registration required: 

There are no fees to attend this event. This is a first come, first serve basis. 

Please register early to allow for catering count, there will be no registration at 

the door. If you will require disability accommodation to attend this event 

please indicate at the time of registering. Please note: this does not include 

travel or room accommodation. Please bring your printed ticket with you to the 

event.  

The North Bay Event  

is May 20, 2015 

At the Clarion Resort  

Pinewood Park  

You must register by May 6, 2015   

Register Now by CLICKING HERE. 
 

Agenda 
10 am - Welcome by the Honourable Brad Duguid 

           and Lynda Staples, Municipal Accessibility 

10:15 am - Opening Keynote - Mark Wafer,    

                   Owner of Tim Hortons 

10:45 am - Community AODA success stories 

12:00 pm - Lunch 

1:15 pm - Brief ADO presentation 

1:30 pm - Afternoon Keynote - Geoff MacKay 

2:45 pm - Introducing the Champion Award      

                Series, Summary/Wrap-up 

Kiwanis Citizen of the Year - John Richardson 

John E. Richardson has been recognized by Kiwanis as Citizen of the Year for 2015.  Nominated 

three times previously, and quietly declined by Mr. Richardson, this year being the 30
th
 year for 

Citizen of the Year in North Bay, and the 100
th
 year for Kiwanis, it was decided with his recent 

passing that this would be an appropriate occasion to recognize 

John’s history of commitment to North Bay.  Citizen of the Year 

dinner will be held at the Clarion Resort Pinewood Park on  

Thursday, May 28
th
 with Mayor Al McDonald and John C. Hopper 

as guest speakers.  Tickets are $75 and are available from any 

Kiwanian or call Chris Mayne at 705-474-1532. 

http://www.amcto.com/imis15/content/ACCESSIBILITY/Home/AODA_Anniversary_Events.aspx
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http://www.hrpa.ca/ProfessionalDevelopment/Pages/Accessibility-and-the-AODA-Myths-Perceptions-and-Realities-May22-2015.aspx
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CORPORATION TOWN OF MATTAWA 

Voting Member: Francine Desormeau 

P.O. Box 390 

Mattawa, ON   P0H 1V0 

Phone: 705-744-5611 

Fax: 705-744-0104 

Website: www.mattawa.ca 

Description: Municipal services 

Change Note: Voting member 

Member Updates 
JIM MOORE PETROLEUM 

Voting Member: Mike Moore 

66 Gibson Street, P.O. Box 508 

North Bay, ON   P1B 8J1 

Phone: 705-476-9607 

Fax: 705-476-9767 

Website: www.nbs.pages-biz.com/

moorepetroleum 

Description: Petroleum 

Change Note: Voting member 

KPMG 

Voting Member: C. Nancy Birtch 

925 Stockdale Road, Suite 300 

North Bay, ON   P1B 9N5 

Phone: 705-472-5110 

Fax: 705-472-1249 

Website: www.kpmg.ca 

Description: Global network of professional 

firms providing audit, tax and advisory services 

Change Note: Voting member 

 

Celebrity Jail-A-Thon 
At Northgate Shopping Centre 

 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 
Court is in session  
from 11 am to 5 pm 

 

Throughout the day on May  
7th, area residents will appear 
before the Jail-a-thon ‘Judge’  
to face charges on some lame 
‘laws’. They’ll be ‘sentenced’ 
and ‘fined’. To get sprung 
from ‘jail’ ‘convicts’ must drum 
up the required bail from 
friends and colleagues to 
cover bail set by the ‘judge’. 
It’s a lot of fun and all money 
raised goes toward the opera-
tion of Near North Crime 
Stoppers, including  funding 
the tipster rewards.  
 
So if you get a call from one      
of the ‘incarcerated’, please  
donate towards their bail for a 
great cause. 
 
If you know of a co-worker, 
friend, spouse that could use 
some time in the ‘slammer’ on 
May 7th, call Crime Stoppers 
at 705-497-5555, ext. 507 

file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/www.mattawa.ca
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/%20www.nbs.pages-biz.com/moorepetroleum
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/%20www.nbs.pages-biz.com/moorepetroleum
file:///C:/Users/Patricia%20Carr/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NXUJ7V49/%20www.kpmg.ca
http://ssa.actemarketing.com/SpeClicks.aspx?X=5N1101QGII9QP9FK03ZZWE
mailto:sales@heartzap.ca
http://ssa.actemarketing.com/SpeClicks.aspx?X=5N1101QGII9QP9FK02ZZWE
http://ssa.actemarketing.com/SpeClicks.aspx?X=5N1101QGII9QP9FK01ZZWE
http://ssa.actemarketing.com/SpeClicks.aspx?X=5N1101QGII9QP9FK00ZZWE


Page 12 C H A M B E R  N E W S  



Page 13 C H A M B E R  N E W S  

John Strang recognized as  

Community Champion 

 
The North Bay & District Chamber 

of Commerce is proud to announce 

that John Strang has been nomi-

nated to represent our community 

as a Pan Am torchbearer in the  

TORONTO 2015 Torch Relay for the Pan Am 

Games, made possible by OLG’s Pass It ONtario 

program.  A champion in our community, John 

Strang embodies the characteristics of a torchbearer 

– celebration, community, participation and pride. 

  

John was selected by the Chamber of Commerce as 

part of OLG’s Pass It ONtario program in recogni-

tion of their role as a local community leader and 

champion. He was chosen for his volunteerism and 

dedication to the North Bay region, as well as his 

commitment as a small business owner and his    

devotion to family.  

 

We are proud to be represented by 

such an exceptional individual who 

truly reflects the spirit of the        

TORONTO 2015 Pan Am Games.  

The Torch Relay goes through 

North Bay on June 3, 2015. 

North Bay - Mattawa Conservation Authority and Greater 
Nipissing Stewardship Council announce... 
 

Environment Canada’s Environmental Damages Fund (EDF) has opened applications      
for projects that promote the conservation and protection of fish and fish habitat in the 
Nipissing District. The application deadline is May 11, 2015.  Up to $225,000 is available.  
http://ec.gc.ca/edf-fde/default.asp?lang=En&n=137DC913-1  
 
 

To be eligible, the project must meet one or more of the following criteria: 
    i) Restoration of damaged natural environments (highest priority); 
    ii) Improvement of environmental quality in damaged areas; 

    iii) Research into the long term cumulative effects of environmental damage; or 

    iv) Raising awareness and understanding relating to environmental damage. 
 

Interested applicants should contact Joanne Allen, Project Officer with Environment      
Canada to discuss their project and obtain additional information and feedback on their 
proposal before submitting their application:  Joanne Allen, Project Officer, Community 
Programs Office, Environment Canada, 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto ON M3H 5T4 

Phone: 416-739-4131 or email: joanne.allen@ec.gc.ca 
 

Once applications have been received by Environment Canada, the application will be  
reviewed by Environment Canada, North Bay-Mattawa Conservation Authority, Greater 
Nipissing Stewardship Council and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans in accordance 
with the Court Order. (see background below).  
 

Background: 

On November 12, 2013, the Ontario Court of Justice ordered Carillion Canada Inc. to pay  
a total penalty of $250,000 for violating two counts of the Fisheries Act.  Of the penalty  
paid by Carillion Canada, $225,000 has been directed into the Environmental Damages 
Fund.  The funds are to be disbursed under the direction of the North Bay-Mattawa       
Conservation Authority and the Greater Nipissing Stewardship Council.  Projects permitted 
under this $225,000 funding will promote the conservation and protection of fish and fish 
habitat, and will require the approval of Fisheries and Oceans Canada to proceed. http://
www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/media/npress-communique/2013/ca17-eng.htm 

http://ec.gc.ca/edf-fde/default.asp?lang=En&n=137DC913-1
mailto:joanne.allen@ec.gc.ca
http://www.nbmca.on.ca/site/home.asp?id=204
http://www.nbmca.on.ca/site/home.asp?id=204
http://www.greaternipissing.ca/
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/media/npress-communique/2013/ca17-eng.htm
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/media/npress-communique/2013/ca17-eng.htm
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Dear Chamber Members, 
 

In an effort to promote innovative learning experiences and build professional capacity, I am pleased to describe two Environmental 
Education Leadership and Sustainability Initiatives that have been recognized as exemplary by the Ontario Public School Boards’    
Association, and for which my academic abstract submissions were accepted for presentation at the World Environmental Education 
Congress Conference this year held in Gothenburg, Sweden June 29-July 2nd, 2015.   
 

“Schools have a vital role to play in preparing our  young people to take their place as informed, engaged, and empowered citizens 

who will be pivotal in shaping the future of our communities, our province, our country, and our global environment.” 
From Ontario Ministry of Education, Shaping Our Schools, Shaping Our Future (2007), p. 1  

 

The first of two celebrated initiatives is the Educating for Environment (E4E) Partnership between the Schulich School of Education  
at Nipissing University and the Near North District School Board in its third year. It’s purpose is to build professional capacity in       
Environmental Education for both classroom teachers and teacher candidates. Over the course of a month in the spring a small    
group of teacher candidates, under the guidance of Drs. Astrid Steele and Jeff Scott (Schulich School of Education), and myself as    
Program Coordinator for the Near North District School Board, offer a series of indoor and outdoor learning experiences for students 
in selected schools. 
 

Funding is shared by Ministry of Education Outdoor Education Funding and the Schulich School of Education, to ensure educator    
release, transportation costs, sustainable use of natural and accessible resources (human and material) and digital publication of 
documentation.  Please visit the hyperlinks below to view documentation of the E4E Program: E4E Mattawa Project 2013:  Working 
with a School as a Community  http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/documents/e4e-2013.pdf  and Educating for Environment (E4E) 
2014:  Nipissing University and Phelps Central Public School http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/documents/e4e-2014.pdf  

 

The second project is the Near North District School Board Outdoor Environmental Inquiry Initiative.  It is intended to build            
professional capacity in Environmental Education in sustainable ways throughout the district, and engage educators, students and 
parents in inquiry about, for and in their environment.  This initiative is coordinated over a period of 3 weeks during which time     
champion facilitators engage educators in co-constructed, outdoor environmental inquiry. Mentor educators further engage mentee 
partners in co-planning inquiry-based learning in response to their students’ interests and wonderings in their local environments 
while informing and engaging parents along the journey. 
  

Each year principals and educators from other elementary schools throughout the Board are invited to participate and the journey is 
aligned with each school’s School Improvement Planning.  In this way we intentionally plan for program sustainability for our young 
global stewards of today and parents of stewards tomorrow. 
  

To view documentation of the Near North District School Board Outdoor Environmental Inquiry 2014 Initiative please visit: 
http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/documents/outdoor-inquiry-2014.pdf  
  

How do we know our impact on student learning?   

 Educators documented an increase in student knowledge, skills and articulated perspectives that foster environmental stewardship.   

 Documentation— student thinking visible is evidence of students’ increased capacity to take action on locally relevant environment issues. 

 Leadership support and facilitated modeling, is building professional capacity by way of gradual acceptance of Environmental Education       
instructional strategies, and leading to an increase in time spent learning about, for and in the natural environment. 

 Educators are collaborating (face to face and online) and sharing experience and documented evidence of learning leading to an increase in 
environmental inquiry-based learning. 

 The annual documentation of the journey is provoking further professional dialogue and reflection, and each year new schools invited to en-
gage in the EE initiatives that benefit pre and in-service educators, students, parents and school communities. 
I was invited and encouraged to submit abstracts to the World Environmental Education Congress conference as an opportunity to bring our innova-
tive partnership projects to a global stage.  I, myself, as a professional learner alongside students and educators, always welcome the opportunity to 
bring learning to a diverse audience where we can learn from new perspectives, expand horizons and view ourselves as global citizens.  It is my hope 
that there may be avenues to explore for funding to support the journey to Sweden where we bring voice from North Bay and Area to the interna-
tional stage.  Unfortunately at this time there are no available funds through Nipissing University or the Near North District School Board to support 
the travel, accommodations or registration fee for the global conference.  The registration as a presenter is $800 alone. I’m hopeful that, as a NNDSB 
member of the Chamber of Commerce, there may be businesses that connect with the focus of the conference and would welcome the opportunity 
to promote their business logo and profile on a world forum.  I would be very appreciative of any business donation toward the expenses of this 
journey to share innovative Environmental Education practice at the World Environmental Education Congress conference.  
 

Should more information be required, I would be pleased to meet or speak with you to this regard and can be reached at the contact 
information below.  Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. 
 
Lotje Hives, Program Coordinator, Near North District School Board, Phone: 705- 472-8170 or Cell: 705-471-0338 

http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/documents/e4e-2013.pdf
http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/documents/e4e-2014.pdf
http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/documents/outdoor-inquiry-2014.pdf
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705-840-2806 
 

Visit their NEW LOCATION 

299 Main Street West 
  

                              or       

CLICK HERE  

to be directed  

to the website  

 Diagnostic & Consulting 

 Sales & Services 

 Virus Removal 

 Data Recovery 

 Tune Up & Clean Up 

 Business Packages 

 Secure Off-Site Backup 

Solutions 

 Servers & Networking 

 Web-Site Design 

 Mac, iPad & iPhone    

Repair 

G RO U P  H E A LT H           

I N S U R A N C E  P L A N S  F O R  

C H A M B E R  M E M B E R S  
 

Chamber members have access to Canada's largest           

employee benefits plan targeted to small-to-medium sized 

business. 

Introduced over 35 years ago Chambers Plan now provides 

coverage to over 27,000 firms like yours. Regardless of the 

size of your organization Chambers Plan can be customized 

to meet your needs, Request a quote today and let us show 

you how we can customize a plan for you. 
 

Established 

Chambers Plan Group Health Insurance has operated       

continuously for over thirty five years. Your firm's rates will 

remain stable regardless of claims history.  Additionally, 

Chamber Plan Group Health Insurance is non-cancellable 

due to any claims experienced by your firm. Your company 

will never be singled out for a rate increase, ever. 
 

Local 

Your business is unique so your business needs unique    

coverage. That is why a local Chambers Plan Advisor      

administers your employee health benefits plan. A Chamber 

Plan Advisor is a member of your community. Whether you 

want to add dental coverage, change or update, or simply ask 

a question your Advisor is there for you. 
 

Customizable 

Coverage can be tailored to suit your needs. Customize your 

plan selecting from a wide range of coverage - life, health, 

dental, disability, critical illness and much more! As well, 

Chambers Plan members have access to my-benefits® an 

online management tool. This tool allows you to administer your plan any-

where, anytime. 
 

Comprehensive 

Chambers Plan offers traditional coverage such as life, health, dental and        

disability, critical illness and so much more. No matter the size of your business 

we have a comprehensive group health insurance package for you. Enjoy guar-

anteed renewal coverage and outstanding service through your local advisor. 
 

Additional Benefits 

Every program comes with access to the Best Doctors® program, a truly     

valuable resource. The Best Doctors® program helps members get a second 

opinion and advice from some of the world's leading medical experts in a wide 

range of medical fields. The Chambers Plan is proud to deliver these services 

available to every one of your employees. It is just one more example of the 

value Chambers Plan can provide. 
 

We can find a plan that is right for you! Visit our website today at 

www.chamberplan.ca to find out why Chambers Plan is Canada's #1 group 

health insurance plan for small firms. 

http://www.northbaycomputerservices.com
http://chamberplan.ca/RequestAQuote.aspx
http://www.chamberplan.ca/
http://www.chamberplan.ca/
http://www.chamberplan.ca/
http://www.chamberplan.ca/
http://www.chamberplan.ca/
http://www.chamberplan.ca/
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